Univerſity of Oxford; | 


SHEWING, 


That the City is not concern'd to oppoſe the Con- 
firmation of their CHARTERS by Parliament. ' 


4 HE Univerſity deſire this Confirmation of their Charters by A of Parliament, 
- only to ſecure themſelves from a return of thoſe Encroachments in any ſucceeding 
Reign, which they experienc'd in the laſt. For when once the Grants of Kings 
to. the Univerſity in general, and to every College in particular ſhall be affirm'd 
by Law, it is evident, that there will be no pretence nor color left for any Arbi- 
trary Power to violate our Privileges for the future. As the Univerſity defign'd 
nothing more by this Bill, bur this Security to- themſelves; fo were they careful ro remove: from 
the City all grounds of Jealouſie on this occaſion: And therefore they of their own accord 
\ charg'd this A with a Proviſo, which filly ſecures the Rights, Liberties, and Immunities of the 
' City ; and puts them wholly our of the reach of this Bill. As the Confirmation is by A& of 
Parliament,ſo is the Proviſo made by the ſame Authority; and therefore neither any new nor un- 
juſt Privileges can hereby be conferr'd on us, nor any juſt Rights be taken away from them. The 
Town of Cambridge are ſo ſenlible of their own Security in this Claufe, that though they have 
equal Reaſon to oppoſe this Bill, as the City of Oxford ; yet they wholly reſt ſarisfied with the Pro- 
viſd.- ' But the Citizens of Oxford have taken this opportunity to preſent a Liſt of cheir old pre- 
tended Grievances, moſt of which were offer'd to the Parliament, as then call'd, in 1649, and 
rejected even by that Aﬀſembly. It is conceiv'd, that the City of Oxford will by force of the Pro- 
viſo have the ſame liberty co diſpute the Juſtice of our Rights after this AR, as before it; and 
| that therefore they are in no wiſe concern'd to oppoſe the Bill, but may, . without danger to them, 
be referr'd to the ordinary courſe of Law. However, fince they have repreſented as new Grants, 
the ancient and unqueſtionable Rights of the Univerſity, founded on immemorial Cuſtoms, an- 
cient Charters of Kings, and confirm'd all, except one, by Ac of Parliament; * hath been 
thotight fic to diſcover that Fallacy, and to give a full Anſwer to every one of their Articles. 


-, 


- liament under Qu. E}, and only more largely explain'd by the Charter o 
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(2) 
He, Þ YT a Charter bearing date the 30. day of March 11. Car. 111i. the ſole Licenſing of Taverns 


is Granted to the Univerſity, and all Magiſtrates and others within or without the Uni- 
werſity (except the Chancellor, and bis Vice-Chanceflor) are prohibited to intermeddle with 


Ld 


* he Licenſmg of Vintners in Oxford ; and noxe are to Licenſe any Ale-houſes there, but by the Ex. - 


preſs conſent of the Chancellor, or Vice-Chancellor ; and by colour of this Grant they do Licenſe Ale- 


 bouſe-keepers, and take Recognizances ; but did never Return any of them to the Quarter Seſſions until 
about ten years laſt paſt, and have fince Returned the ſame but ſeldom. Whereas by the Statute made 


-. Edw. <th. the Power of Granting Wine-Litences in Oxford « Veſted in the City 3 and alſo by the 
Ancient Charters of the ſaid City, none that us not of the Guild of the ſaid City ought to {ell any Wine 
by Rermi-mn the þB og and the Magiſtrates of the ſaid City, by ſeveral Atts of Parliament, bave 
Power, #. Their Majeſtic Fuſtices of the Peace, to Liceuſe Inns and Ale-houſes within the ſaid City. 


Awe l The Univerſity claims the ſole Licenſing of Taverns, but derives that Power much 
higher than from the Charter of Cars-1. The recital and'explanacion of ancient Privileges in.chat 
Grant, will not reduce them to as Tow adate, as the Charter it ſelf. And therefore ſince this Pow- 
er was originally veſted in us at leaſt under E. 3. We ſtill juſtthe our claim to it, as given by him; 
and always ſavd to usin the Statutes of his Succeifors. The 7. E4. 6. doth not take away this Pow- 
er, but ſet limits to it 5; it reſtrains the War three Taverns only, and neither by Letter, or 
Equity enables the City co Litznſe any. The I. Car. 2. ſaves the Rights of the Univerſity, and 
takes away all pretences of any right from the City. : | | | 

2. The Licenſing of Ale-Houles.is a Right of as ancient a*date as the former ; but- not always 
perhaps in fo expreſs. wofds ſav'd tous. Thfs Power, as @ branch of the Clerk-ſhip of the Marker, 
was indiſputably ours: and in all Compoſitions with the Town, was heretofore ſo eſteem'd-and 
allow; not'is it, a5 We conceive, leſſen'd by 5. and 6. E4. 6, For the intent and deſign of that 
Act is to permit none to keep an Ale-Houſe, but thoſe that are Licens'd by two O_ - but not 
to authorize all to keep one, who can obtain that Licence. The Vice-Chan. therefore doth ftill re-- 


tain his Negative Voice; nor 15 1t reaſonable,ſfince the inconvenience of IIl Houſes in Oxferd would 


be ſogreat, that any ſhould be permicted there withoat his Conſent and Approbation. But laſtly, 
it is to be noted, That though in the precedent Statute, the Rights of the Univerity be not expreſ. 


ly fav'd; yet that this Law is no otherwiſe continued by 1 Fac. c. 9. than that the ancient Privileges 


of che Univerlity ſhould not be leſſentd by it. 


7 + By the ſaid Charter it s Granted, that the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, or Profors, ſhall have 
Power to ſearch by Day or by Nyght for ſuſpicious Perſons, and for ſuch as can give no Account of 
emſelyes, and to puniſh ſmch as are faulty by Impriſonment, Baniſhment, or otherwiſe, with a Mans 


=o to the Mayor and Officers of the Town to be Aſſiſtant to the ſearch after ſuch Offenders ; and by 
colour of this Charter, and a pretended Cuſtom, they claim 3 Power to impoſe \Forty ſhillings upon any 


Perſon (whether Citizen or Stranger) being out of his Houſe or Lodging after Nine of the Clock ; which 
they have Exerciſed not only upon Private Citizens, but upon the Magiſtrates of the City in the Exe- 


cution of their Offices, and have Impriſoned the Conſtables for keeping Watch and Ward according to 


tbe Statute of Wincheſter ; which # a great Invaſion upon the Liberty of the SubjeF, and hath been 
often ſo declared in Weſtminſter-Hall ; wherefore it 3s bumbly hoped this Parliament will not Affirm 


the ſame by a Law. 3 


' Anſw. I. The Power of the Night- watch is veſted in bothATniverſities by immemorial Cuſtom, 


confirm'd to the Univeriity of Oxferd by the Charters of Hen. 3. and E4. 3 ratified - Ac of oy 
Car. I. "This Power be- 


ing tHtally veſted 1n-the Vice-Chancellor, and Pcocors : Thoſe Perſons who have ſer tip a Watch, 


- upon pretence of their Office, with a deſign'd Aﬀront tothe Univerſity, have formerly been a- 


merc'd by the V. Ch. and that Sentence againſt them was,upon an Habeas Corpms brought, in Pain- 
ter's Cale, affirm'd in the Kings-Bench, But yet if thoſe Turbulent Perſons had not other deſigns, 
than to aid the Univerſity in their Wacch;their affiltance 1s fo far from being forbidden by that Char- 
ter, that it is expreſly requir'd. The Stature of Wincheſter indeed enjoins a Watch to be kept ; but 
takes not away the Univerſities Power of keeping it : So that the performance of this Duty by 
the Univerſity, can be no breach of that Statute ; but the negle& of it might be ſo. 

' 2. The right of this Power being thus clear'd, much might be added concerning the abſoluts 
neceſlity of the continuance of it; eſpecially ſince the exerciſe of it hath always been ſach that 
nothing can be reaſonably objeaed againſt the good Management of that Office. We have na 

ower to puniſh men for being our of theit Houſes after Nine, if they have any reaſonable Cauſe, 
or being fo ; and we appeal to the Citizens themſelves, whether we have ever been ſevere in ad- 


mitting their Reaſons or Excules. - 
=» : ; By 
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IT- By the ſaid Charter the Clerkſhip of the Market is Granted to the Univerſity, with free Powe? 


ro Diſpoſe of the Stalls and Standing-Places in the Markets, to have the full Government of the Mar” 
kets, and to take Toll in the Markets; Whereas the Univerſity bath only a Tule to the Clerkſhip of 
the Market, (and that did Anciemly belong to the City; ) but the Markets, and the placing of then, 
and all Stallage, Piccage, and Toll, and all other Profits therein, by ancient Uſage and Preſctiption; 
do yet belong unto the City; and for the Profits thereof, the City doth pay a large Fee- Farm to Their 
Majeſties. So that in caſe the ſaid Charter ſhall be confirmed by Parliament , the ſaid City will loſe 
the: ſaid Markets and Profits ariſing thereby, 1ahich #s a wery conſiderable part of that Revennse, where- 
by the Corporation # maintained and (upported. 


\* Anſw. III. The Univerſity, by the Charters of Her. II. and E4.IIL. had the full Government 


of the Market, and all other Incidents to that Office. The City indeed did pretend to take 
Toll; but upon complaints againſt it in Parliament 14 Ed. I.. and 28 Hes. VI. were obliged to 
deſiſt. And in the year 1429, they did in open Convocation openly diſown both Toll, and 
Stallage, , and a publick Inſtrument was thereupon made. - The Town do not pay any Fee 
Farm Rent to the King for theſe Profits; but onthe contrary, the Univerſity were obliged in 


29. E4. III. to pay five pounds to the King for the Clerkſhip of the Market, and theſe Perqui- 
fites thereof. 


IV. Power « given to the Univerſity, by the [aid Charter, to hol a Court-Leet, or wiew of Frank 
Pledge as well over the Town, and all the Inhabitants, as over the Univerſity ; that it ſhall be a ful 
and compleat Leet, and that the Univerſity ſhall have the Perquiſites thereof, and Power to Diſtrain 
for the ſame. Whereas the City bath Five Leets, one Abſolute and Compleat for North-gate Hundred, 
and four other for the Four Wards within the City, and therein have all the Power of Leets ; Except, 
1. the Enquiry into the Aſſize- and Aſſay of Bread, Beer, and Wine. 24. The Examination of 
Weights and Meaſures. 53d. The Puniſhment of Fore ſtallers, and Regraters: 4th. The Puniſhment of 
Putrid Vituals, 5th. The Puniſhment of thoſe who wear Arms in the Univerſity ; And, '6th. the Sur- 
vey of the High-ways, and Streets ; which being Anciently likewiſe in the City , were 29. Edvardi 
the 3d. ſurrendered into the King's Hands, and by Him Granted to the Univerſity ; and for theſe Six 
Points the Univer(ity have ever ſince 29. Edvard. 3d. held a qualified Leet over the City and Suburbs, 
for ſo much, and for ſo many Things and Inquiries as were groen to the Univerſity 29. Edvardi 34- 
And this Leet is to be ſerved by a mixt Fury, one balf Privileged Men, and the other half Free ;; 
and the Penalties impoſed by the [aid Univerſity. in this Leet are to be Eftreated, and ſent to the City, 
and to be Levied by them to their own uſe towards their Fee-Farm. : 


Anſw. IV. The Univerſity doth not only claim a qualified Leec , by the Grant of E4. 3. 
but preſcribes to an abſolute and complete Leet ; which was ratified to them by the Charter, 
14 H. 8. and confirmed by A& of Parliament, 13. Eliz. The Town cannot prove, that the 
Profits of our Leers were ever granted to them; and if they could, yer the Uniwverſicy was firſt 
intitled ro them by far more ancient Charters ; and conſequently could nor be deprived of that 
Right by any ſubſequent Grant; | 


V. By the ſaid Charter it is Granted, that the Univerſity ſhall have Power to make Orders gnd Laws 
to bind all the Inhabitants in the ſaid City. Whereas the City and Untverſity are Two diſtin Cor-. 
porations, and the one in'no ſort Subordinate to the ather ; and therefore it i not reaſonable that the 
Citizens. ſhould be bound by Laws, which they never conſented ro by themſelves or their Repreſen- 
ratives, | | 


Anſw. V. This Charter doth no otherwiſe ſubje& the City to the Univerſity, than former 
Grants and Acts of Parliaments had ſubje&ed it. They were always before a Corporation ſub- 
ordinate to us; and in Law, as well as Intereſt dependant on us. They are accountable to us 
in our Courts, they do every year take an Oath of Fealty to us, and theſe, if any, are ſufficient 
Tokens of Subjection. | 

2. Since therefore our Corporation is ſuperior to them, it is no wonder, that our By-Laws 
ſhould oblige them. And this Power was not, as they would pretend, granted to us by Car. I. 


_ but is an ancient and unqueſtionable Right, already confirmed by Ac of Parliament. 


VI. By the ſaid Charter a Grant is made to the Univerſity of Two Coroners, Whereas, time out of » 


mind, the City bath had Two Coroners, who have [ate upon all Perſons, as well Privileged as Free, 
until the making the ſaid Charter ; and therefore the City havins an Intereſt in the Coroners before the 
ſaid Grant, the Grant to the Univerſity is woid, and InJuiſitions taken under their Grants Coram 
non Judice. | | Aniſw. 


No 


te [ugh [7 >, ©" He 
_ Anſw. VL" The Univerſity had long before, by Charters of Hes. IV. and Hen. VII. power to 


hear: andtry all Felonies and Murders; : commuted .erther by their own Members, or againſt 
—_— rains it ſeemed neceſſary, in purſuance of former Rights, that for the better In- 


_ 


guity y. into thoſe Offences, that were afterwards to be finally tryed by. them, the Coroner ſhould 
"be a 


ppointed by their Auchoricy. This, and this only is the new Grant of Charles the Firſt, and is 


ſuch-a Privilege, as may indiſputably be granted by him ;- and which cannot be thought to, en-.. 
'  croach on the Right of the City, who till have power to appoint a Coroner for themſelyes ; 


and were forbidden by former. Charters to aflign one for us. The Coroner's Power indeed was 
before lodged in the Chancellor and Steward ; and Charles I. did nor ſo properly create a new 


_ Office, as divide the different Powers of a former Officer. 


VII. By the ſaid Charter Towns-men are to be Anſwerable for their Families in Buying and Sel. 
ling all Wares, where either Party is a Scholar ; and alſo for all ſuch Perſons as they ſpall harbour m © 


their Houſes abov®three Nights 5 and ng Towns-man is to Build any Cottages without the Expreſs 
leave of the Chancellor, or Vice-Chancellor , which are Reſtraints inconſiſtent with the Liberty of a 
Free-man of England. | | o& : 


Anſw. VII. Theſe pretended new Hardſhips are reaſonable and ancient Cuſtoms agreeable. { | 
our ancient Charters. If the Servant ſells falſe Goods, the Maſter is obliged to Reſtitution "3. = 


a Man will harbor a Stranger above three days, he ſhall be reſporſible for him. And:there-is the 
{ame reaſon, if a Man do ere& a Cottage for the Reception-of ſuch perſons as if he harboured 
them himſelf. Now it is not eafie to imagine, that theſe Cuſtoms which were the known Laws 
of the Land, even before the Entrance of the Normans, ſhould be now inconliſtent with the 
Liberty of the People of England, and apparent Badges of Slavery. | 


VIII. The Univerſity bath likewiſe by the ſaid Charter a Grant of Felons Goods, and Power to ſearch 


and ſeize ſuch Goods; whereas the City doth claim the ſame by Charters more ancient than any the Uni- 


werſity pretended to. claim by ; and the Univerſity themſelves, under their Common-Seal, have. granted, 
that Felons Goods do. belong unto the City, towards their Fee-Farm : And the City having the Charge 


and Cuſtody of keeping the Goal, and being liable ro Eſcapes, and being at the expence of holding Sef- - 


ſions of the Peace, and. Goal-delivery four times tn the Year, and the- Execution of Priſoners; it may 

ſeem unreaſonable that the Univerſity ſhould have the Profit of thoſe thingy, which uſually belong to 

other Cities in the ſame circumſt ances. WE | 
” —__ $. JH.» Fa ] 

Anſw, VIII. Felons Goods do by no ancient Charter belong to- the City:of Oxford; nor can 
they produce any ſuch Charter antecedent to ours: They were always, as appears by a mulatude 
of Records, heretofore claimed by the King, and were by the Sheriffs ſeiſed ro his uſe. The 
Univerliy were not firſt 4ntitled. to-them by the Charter of Charles I. having enjoyed them 
long before the Date of that Grant, bur by the, Charter of Her. VIII. confirmediby the Statute of 
12. Eliz. We did not thererefore indeed lay any claim claim to them in the Compoſition under 
Hen. V1. becauſe there was noreaſon, that we ſhould challenge that, which we zhen had no right 
to. Bur the Intereſt of them being then veſted in the King, was, as it lawfully might, by Char- 
ters of ſeveral ſucceeding.Princes, transferred to the Univerhty. Þ | 

2, {t.15 not unuſual.in- other Caſes, that Felons Goods ſhould be granted away from thoſe 


wy q 


that mainrain the Priſaners:... Nor ought the. City, eſpecially, to complain of their Expences in 


this kind, whoſe Priſoners .chicfly ſubliſt onghe Alms of the Univerſiry. However this is matter | 


of Right. We inſiſt on/authentick Records, and Charters; and it is a great ſign, that on their 
fide the Records ate deficient,. when they have'this Recourſe ro Argumenc, 


IX The Univerſity. doth aretend to. hows 4 Power to. diſcommon Citizens at their pleaſure, and os 
inhibit all priviledg'd Perſons to have apy Commerce or Trading with them, which they ſometimes uſe, 
t0 the ruin of the Citizens and vheir Families. | : 


, Anſw. Since Trading, of common-right, 4s free for all perſons where, and with whom they 
pleaſe, 1t cannot be unjuſt in a Body. Corporate to forbear Trade and Commerce with the pro- 
teſſed Adverfaries of their Peace and good Government. The Privilege of diſcommuning them 


15 a juſt and ancient Right of the Univerſity, and exerciſed long betore that Charter upon ur- _ 


gent. occaſions ; (but withal-ſo. rarely .praftiſed , that thoſe who now complain of it!,. will 
hardly be able to remember one {;ngle inſtance of ir. Nor ought the Towns-Men to complain 
of this, who have uſually made, the Condition of their Leaſes: That they ſhall not let their 
Holes to a Scholar as an Under-Tenant, and ſhall never grind at any other than their 
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X. By the ſaid Charter it is granted, that Scholars, their Servants, and the Seryants of' the Univer- 
fity, ſhall not be forced to appear at Muſters, or comribute thereunto; and:that they ſhall be diſcharged 


| of Subſudies, Reliefs, Impoſitions, and Contributions.- ' 


Anſw. X. We owe not this Grant originally to Chates the Firſt, but derive it from Cuſtom, 
own'd and ſettled in Parliament, 18. Ed. I. and ever fince allowed, .ypon folemn Hearings, 
under Queen E/jſabeth and King Fames. This is ſacha reaſonable Privilege, that ' all Foreign 


_ Uniwerfities enjoy it. . Nor 1s there any ground left for the City's Complaint, fince ic 1s always 


provided, that thoſe privileged perſons, who exerciſe Merchandize n the Cicy, and ſhare in the 


Profit, ſhould be equally chargeable with the Ciry for ſuch Meichandize. 


XI. The Univerſity, by means of a Compoſuion made ſoorth after the Conflit. 29 Edw. 11 and 
confirmed by the ſaid Charter, do require the Mayor and 67, Citizens with bim;\jearly upow Scholaſticus- 


Day (which # the Loth. day f February) to make an Oblation: there upon the. bigh Altar, of 63 \ 
0:4 


Pence for the Souls of 63 Scholars ſlain in the time of King Edward 1, Thu being in the Original 
groſs Superſtition, u too great a Badg of Poyery to be required in a Proteſtant Univerſuy. Tp 


| Anſw, XT. The barbarous Murder of fixty three innocent Scholars, which they here own, and 
term a Confli&, and the Plunder of the whole Univerſity drew a great and juſt*Amercement 
on the Criminals. The City pretended they were not able to pay this' Fine without their utter 
Ruin; and did humbly pray, and at laft obtained from the Univerfity. a Mitigation of it, 

An annual payment of an hundred Marks was then accepted ; and this,.-by che further favor 
of the Univerſity, was changed into a ſmall yearly Acknowledgment. This Ceremony,..accord- 
ing'to the Cuſtom of that Age, was not wholly free from Superſtition ;-- and was therefore oy 


. conſent of both parties, under Queen Eliſabeth, changed into a Sermon, a Communion a 


Offering. The Cuſtom did not take its riſe from any grols Superſtition, unleſs ic be {o to: make 
ſatisfaction for Murder and Robbery; and it the continuance of it ſtill diſpleaſes them, they 
may put an endto it themſelves, by diſcharging their Bonds. | FRE. 


XII. By the ſaid Charter it # granted, that Scholars, or-priviledg'd Perſons ſhall nat be impleaded 
in the Courts of Weſtminſter, for ſuch things as the - Chancellour hath cognizance of ; and that they 
ſhall be diſmiſſed from thence without pleading their Priviledg, or paying their Fees,” which dqth;often fall 
out to be a very great Oppreſſion to the Officers and Miniſters of 'Fuſtice.; for. if upon demand of the 
Vice-Chancellor they do not diſcharge ſuch priviledg'd Perſons, the Vice-Chancellor, by colour of tha Clauſe, 
doth impriſon the Bayliff; as on the 20th. of October laſt be did on Edward Adams, a [worn-Rajif, 


for not diſcharging Henry Wildgooſe, who was arreſted at the Suit of the City, by @ Writ i{[uivg out 


of the Court of Common-Pleas; and by colour' of the ſaid Clauſe, if any Perſon ſue a privojledg'd. Man 
in any of the Courts of Weſtminſter, the ſaid Vice-Chancellor doth cite the Plaintiff into the Court of 
the Univerſity for breach of their Statutes, and doth condemm him in Expences for ſuing a priviledg'd 
Perſon out of the Univerſity. _. | } rl EE+ 453 my. wyet 


Anſw. XIE. The Univerſity, have by immemorial Cuſtoms, preſum'd; and afirm'd 'by K, 
H. 3. exercis'd Power and JuriſdiRtion 1n all Cauſes where one of their Members 15'Goncern'd, 
If any cauſe was mov'd in the Mayors Court , of which the. /. C.. only had'connuſance; is 
is no wonder if he put a ſtop to the Proceedings there; and jufhify'd his claim to.'the Privi- 
legd Perſon. This is ſo ancient, and fo reaſonable a Privilege; [That 'we find it. anciently 1n 


| the Year books not only acknowledg'd by the Town, but always willingly own he? the 
Judges at- Weffminſter, The. Lord Coke in particular makes an, Honoyrable mention of! this 


Court, and gives” that Statute'the name of A#us Benedifme, that: catriem'd 1t.. : The pragedures 
of it have always bon, within the bounds of their Ancient Juriſdiction-z' and of this we need 
have no clearer evidence, than that the only inſtance of Oppreflion here alledg'd is, That they 
arreſt thoſe, who deny their Power, and violate their Rights. ples Aff bag worry + 


ine 
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XIII. By the ſaid Charter it i« Gramed, that Priviledged Men ſhall bave, as much Libeyy to Trade 
as the Freemen 'of the ſaid City, and by color of this Grant, the ſaid Univerſity. do! take; wpey them to 
ſet up Trades, and to Licenſe certain Perſons whom they call Priviledg'd Perſons, openly to uſe Trades, 
and to ſell Merchandizes within the ſaid City, and Suburbs by Retail, "which % contrary to the ancient 
Charters, Cuſtoms, and Priviledges of the ſaid City, and to certain Compoſitions and Agreemings. made 
berween the [aid Univerſity and City. Hors, og 108 IBRD 22:rT 5, nf 
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"rhe City, have adminiffred umto them an Oath to the effett following, viz. You 
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 AnſwXIUW. Privilegd-Perſons have fo ancient a right to the Exerciſe of any Frade ; That, 
theirPreſcription to-1e commences before the oldeſt Charter to the City, and.ss ſavd by it. 
This right is allow'd 1n Parliament 18 E. 1. declar'd by expreſs words 14. H. 8. ratifi”d. By 


Statute under Qu. Eliz. and only more largely explain'd by Car. i. Limits have fince "_ 


put to this Privilege 5 which the Univerſity have never tranſgreſsd 5; nor have ever, as th 
Town uſes to do, Pleaded their Ancient Rights jn; bar of the ſubſequent reſtrictions of it. 


XIV. Whereas by certvin Compoſitions beretefore made between the ſaid Univerſity and City, . the 


Menial Servants of all Scholars, and: all their other Servants taking Wages without Fraud or Decett, 


are 10 enjoy the Priviledg of the Univerſity ; the ſaid Univerſity, upon pretence of latter Grants, have 
fraudulently, and with an intent to weaken the Government of the ſaid City, granted colourable Privi- 
ledges to divers Members of the City ; and upon pretence that they were becoms the under Groom, Gar- 


diner, or Officer of ſome Colledg, ha ve matriculated them, ' and whilſt ers. 

'ou ſhall ſwear, Thar 
you ſhall nor attempt any Cauſe of yours before:the Mayor or Bayliffs of Oxford, neither ſhall 
you anſwer before any of them as your Judg,: ſo long as you ſhall continue a priviledg'd Perſon. 
So God, &c. which in terms « repugnant to the Outh which every Freeman of the City doth take at 
the time of his admiſſjon into' the Liberties-of the ſaid City ; and particularly they have within the ſpace 
of three Months laſt paſt; matriculated one William Turton, «por pretence that the ſaid William 
Turton was Gardiner of Exeter Colledg: Whereas the ſaid William "Turton was, and yet & a Free- 
man of the ſaid City, and doth continue to uſe the Trade of a Vintner, and obtained the Title of the 
ſaid Office, only t6 avoid the bearing ſuch Offices in the ſaid City, as his Condition and Subſtance had 


made him capable of.' - Alſo one Henry Wildgooſe & Freeman, and one of the, Common-Council. of 


the ſaid City, being apprehenſive that he ſhould be choſen into the Office of Chamberlain of the ſaid City, 
to avoid the'[ame about two days before the Eletion for the ſaid Office, did procure himſelf to be matri- 


culated, upon pretence that he was aGroom to one Dr. iſh, although th: ſaid Henry Wildgooſle did, 


and yet doth continue the Trade of @ Painter, within the ſaid City, and hath no further relation to the 
ſaid Dr. Iriſh, than to prote&# himſelf againſt the ſaid City; and by colour of the ſaid Matriculation, 
zhe ſaid Henry Wildgooſe being eleffed Chamberlain of the ſaid City, did, and yet doth refuſe to ac- 
cept the ſaid Office, and is protetfed in hs Diſobedience by the Univerſity, by which means other Cit- 


| Zens are encouraged to withdraw themſelves from their Majeſties Service in the ſaid City. 


Av. XIV. We have hitherto made good our Claim to theſe Rights and Priviledges; it re- 


mains that we clear our ſelves from the Charge of abuſing them : We have given no colour. 


able Priviledges to: any Member of the City ; but neither have nor could deny their juſt Rights 
to thoſe that demanded them. #ldgooſe, as a Limner, was entitled to his Priviledg ; the Righs 
to it was veſted in him by his Trade 5 Matriculation 1s only declaratory of that Right. Who- 
ever will plead his Priviledg, muſt regiſter his Name ; and Men may lawfully forbear entry, till 
they have need of the Plea. His being. Servant to De. {rip is a new Right to his Priviledg ; bur 
his former Title was not deſtroyed. by the new one that is ſuperinduced, The City furmiſe 
that he entred into this ſervice, to decline an Office there ; but he hath ſworn, That they, in 
his Opinion, put the Office upon him, becauſe he entered into this Service : So that here we 


have chis-Oath againſt their Suſpicion ; and which ever of the Afſertions be true, certain it 15, 
that the Univerſity cannot juſtly be blam'd for allowing him. that Prin which, according, 
Id not lawfully deny 


to their -own'Charters, and their Agreements with the /Town, they cou 
to return into the Com- 


him. Mideeoſe being excluded by theſe Regulators, Was not wing | 
pany of- thoſe that excluded him ; and therefore did now embrace the opportunity. of demand. 
ing that Privilege, which was long ſince due to him. However, that we may jddge of the 
truth of theſe affertions, it is equally falſe that he is Groom to Dr. Iriſh ; as that Turton 15 matricu- 
Jated Gardiner to Exeter College. Turton is a Vintner Privileg'd by the Univerſity; and is en- 
tred as ſuch; That he exerciſes a Trade ſtill is the conſequent of his Licence, that he bears 
no Office, :s the reſult of his Privilege ; and theſe are ſuch rights, as the Univerſity can juſt- 
ly give, and he, as a Privileg'd Man, ought to enjoy. The Oath of Freemen 1s founded on 
t 


eir obligation to the City ; and the force of it ceaſes, when their dependance determines - - 


The Univerſity is above thoſe mean deſigns, which this Pamphlet charges on them. They force 
no Man't6" vileg'd, nor accept the price of their Privilege; and, if the Citizens are ſo 
pleas'd, it would be an eafie compoſition, that no Free-mar: ſhould ever enjoy 1t. 
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| Thihavewe ſufficiently prov'd, that thoſe controverted Rights were not originally ground- 
ed on a late Charter, but on ancient Cuſtoms, and Grants, moſt of them being expreſly, and 
all heretofore implicicly confirm'd by Parliament. And now it 15 time to enquire what credit is 


to be given to thoſe who have charged Novelty on thoſe Grants, which are as ancient as r Con- 
| ; itution 


they have continued Members, of 
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JF ſtitution, and are the Inheritances of our Fore-Fathers: They are ſuch Privileges, as our Univer-- 
fity never did, becauſe they could not want; the abſolute nece f them was the occaſion, of 
their ancient Uſage : and ſince That hath given us a Title to them, we may reaſonably hope, 
that this Honorable Houſe will now preſerve them to us, as well in favor to Learning, as in 
reſpe& to Juſtice. | | ; 

Thus have we fully recited and anſwer'd all. the Articles of the City ; and now we think 
> | © it leſs nauſeous to anſwer, than to repeat their Rhetorick; which hath no other Character 
of Truth, than that of Plainneſs and Simplicity : We cannot own, that Card. Foolſey and Arch- 
biſhop Lud procur'd Charters abſolutely new for us; but in this we are obligd co them, 
that they took care to have our Ancient Charters explain'd : For, fince we are to deal with 
unquiet'Men, an Explanation of a former Grant, is an equal favour to a new one. If the 
Unverſity had Privileges, and declin'd the uſe of them, ic is ſuch an inſtance of their Mo- 
deration, as we wiſh and may wiſh to ſee copied by the City. We have no defign on the . 
City ; The Preſent A& can give us no advantage over them, and if we had purpos'd, that ic \, 
ſhould have done ſo; we would hardly have added the Proviſo. For whatever may ſeem to 
+ thoſe Gentlemen, the Force of the Clauſe is ſo evident, to all Men of Senſe and Law; chat, 
| in reference to-the City, it wholly diſables and deſtroys the Bill | 

We are not concern'd to accuſe the Citizens, but {ince ſome of them have been ready in ſur- 
rendring their Charters, -and have ſince been forward Regulators ; ' we hope that they will take 

| ſome more agreeable Standard to meaſure their Deſerts by, than the Merits of the Univerſity, 

1 And now laſtly, if theſe Privileges have been anciently ours, tranſmitted to us from our Prede- 

| ceſſors, afirm'd by former Kings, ratified by Statutes, and generouſly defended by us in the 
| moſt dangerous times : We have reaſon to hope, that our undoubted Rights will by this Hono- 


l arble Houſe be preſerv'd to us, both againſt the Encroachmene of an Arbitrary Power, andof an 
7 Unreaſonable City. A . 
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